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Corrupting the criminal justice
immigration enforcement

Why pouring hillio
Secure O nrnrnm'rlp
tem, e

Questions and Answers:

What is the connection between immigraotion
enforcenent and the criminal justice system?
Imrmigration &nd Customs Enforcement {ICE], the agency within the
Department of Homeland Security charged with deporting and
detaring immigrants, uses Incal law enlorcement and jails s
enforcemsant operations. The ICE ACCESS inttiztive combines 13
oreqgrams with the goal of using local criminal gustice systems—:he
courts, jails, and police—to hunt down people desmed to be “crimmal
aligns."™ The "Zriminal Alien” Program (CAP), 287|g) Agreements, and
the Secure Dommunitieg imbiziives dre the thres most well-gnown
ACCESS programs used to accomplish this goal ® ICE spent over 51
oillion on these programs o FY 20097 FY 2000 funding s projected to
be nearty $1.5 oillion

The alleged torget: "criminal aliens™ who

commit serious offenses

* Theterm "criminal alien” is used todescribe any noncitizen who hag
fesn arrasted or convicled fo 1y criminzl II[PE“:'!-CH. ri-l;;-i-.lrlﬂ:-:!-.!i ol
the severity of the person’s erime or whether they are und ocu-
mented or have lawful immigration status, Under current laws and
practizes, ICE is classifying increasingly alarming numbers of
noneitizens a5 "crominal shens ” This "criminal ahien” dragnet s
oeing uzed to indiscrimmnately target, apprehend and deport ever
|i-Jr'1l." namthers of none Licens, IrII':IJIJII'|I.| wng) -l Qreen card
nolders with U3, citizen spouses end children. Since Fall 2006, ICE
has identified and charged over 430,000 non citizens through CAR
with increasngly more immigrants charged sach year?

* While \CC elzims to target serious criminals, the Governrment
Accountability Office in the March 2009 reviews of the 287ig)
orogram found that ICE failed to mest this goal, and was
ggressively focusing on “easier” targets—ihose who commit
mingr offenses, like shoplitting or minor violations of law sech
ag traffic violations®

How do these programs refer immigrants in the
criminal justice system to ICE?

Local polics and jails collect immegration information on all peaple
arrested (2.0 booking or at arrest), share this information with ICE, and
allowe ICE to interrogate defendants in jail. Or, ICE encourages local lw
enforcement officiale touse integrated criminal/imrrigration datakbaszes
or [GF fngerprint checks & “delanser” or an immigration “hokl” =
placed on thase in custody, preverting thair release from jail and

1.C.E.

287 (g):
ICE contracts with state and local police
and jail officizls to-enfarze immigeation laws

Secure Communities:
Uses technnlngy and datahazes toidantity.
detain, 2nd deport “criminal allens” in

fedaral, state znd local facilitins

Detainer domoge: a misused and
mishandlied tool

= The immigration “fetaingr” is the key taal uzed by IDE 0 apprebend
nancitizens in tha criminal justice sysem. Whet boakad into jail
nane bizens urkneaingly respond to quastions about whare thay
weere born Thies jail ther provides tas inlarmation b 1CEwia Uwn
files & dateiver on the persom The detainer parmits the jail to detan
the immigrant aeyond their crimingl case =0 thet ICF can pick them
up far departatior. Indreing. T3, 61% of penplewha had detainers
placec omthemwere arrested for low level infractions such
as speeding, puslic mtoxicatior, misdameanar asszult and
wiilg bad chacks. ®

w Uender lawy, Uhe delainer oy parmets 2 el W hold the person fora 48
houi pefiod. Howeves, noncitizans freauonthy remesr in jail beyord
the 48 howr limit, |GE does not provide proper guidance-ta (&l
affirialzs pn datainer authprity, including the 48 haur limitaticn or how
to lift the datainerwhan it is araneously placed on LS. citirens. ICE
datainers maan tha: noncitizan detendants are being held in jail for
much longar pernods than none ens. For exampde, in Fravs County,
TA, U wearage length of sty for LS ez immates on the lowest
fewe: misdemeanor charges was seven éays: for this same groug of
naneitizan defendants. the averege langth of sfay was Sy days” '

ensuring trat they will anly be relees=d to ICE custody, Any suspicicn of
romiisen slalus rmesns Ge person gets ralaread Do 1GF Tor deporiation

How effective are these progroms?

Ihera are no ui:u:—rrrl'rl:—-nl rl-e!]ll|i-]|l(!-'i!-: or dny riher ;JF(Z(ZE“IZ-IHH
mechansms in place to ensura effective aversight, accountaaility
anid 'I.'dll::i::i.
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